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Abstract

The aims of the study were to 1) study the customs and cultures of Samruan
Community and 2) to propose the process of participation to reserve and conserve.
The study employed both qualitative and participatory action research (PAR)
systematically in order to emphasize on stakeholders’ participation of the community.
The population samples of the study were local philosophers, community leaders,
juvenile and the people in the community. In addition, the tourists visiting during Hed
Tub Tao Day, an event held to promote local mushroom of the community and Loy
Krathong festival. Referring to the research question 1, after being gathered and
analyzed, the results revealed that several customs and cultures of the community
have been reserved continuously by people in the community, for example local
wisdoms, beliefs, cultures, as well as full moon bathing. To compile the data, 8
activities were conducted with participatory action by the researchers. The results from
the questionnaires and informal interviews indicated that the participants of Hed Tab

Tao Day in Samruan sub-district were informed about the events through the



advertisement board, television, and newspaper. In addition, some visitors had
previously attended Samruan’s festivals such as Songkran festival and Hed Tab Tao
Day, and some of them had seen full moon bathing in Loy Krathong festival. Most of
the visitors to Samruan were impressed with the cultural heritage activities and often
joined the community’s festivals to appreciate the local people’s love for their own
community and cultures.

With regard to the second objective focusing on the community engagement in
the environmental conservation in the full moon bathing project by participating in the
project design and cooperatively organizing the community activities such as forums for
Samruan’s culture, the guidelines for preservation of water by building knowledge and
raising awareness, developing community rules, participatory networking, and
maintaining local wisdoms, it was found that Samruan residents took part in the
preparation stage of the conservation projects, elimination of sewage treatment, water
chemical treatment for standard Potential of Hydrogen ion before the full moon
bathing project, demonstration of krathong made of water hyacinth as the local
wisdom. These activities revealed that the Samruan community prioritizes its traditions
in consistent with 72.2% of the participants’ opinions in that the full moon bathing
project is an activity for cultural heritage and environmental conservation. Therefore,

this tradition is an important stratagem for water conservation of Samruan community.

Keywords :  Full Moon Bathing, Participation
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